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Elementary school receives grant for playground 
 
Centennial Elementary School students will soon have a new accessible playground thanks to a 
$150,000 grant from the Colorado Health Foundation. 
 
Centennial Elementary Principal Anthony Asmus said the idea to renovate the play area came after 
some staff members became concerned about a disabled student who couldn’t access the current 
playground. The staff began doing some research and discovered that the school couldn’t add any 
equipment for the disabled student without making the entire playground accessible. And that has a 
pretty high price tag. 
 
After making some inquiries, Asmus said the staff discovered the Colorado Health Foundation grant 
for the playground renovations of Title 1 schools. Title 1 schools in District 6 have at least 74 percent 
of their students on free lunch. The school also had to show there were no other sources within the 
district to pay for the playground. 
 
Asmus said Centennial Office Manager Natalie Winter lead the grant application process, and was 
tenacious in communicating with the foundation. After a site visit in January, the school received 
notification that they would receive the grant. 
 
“We could not be more exited for this tremendous gift,” Asmus said. “The new playground will allow 
access to all children at Centennial, regardless of their abilities.”  
 
The details of the project are still being worked out, but Asmus is hopeful the project can be 
completed over the summer. 
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